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Abstract

The objective of the present study was to identify the characteristics of a total of 673
nursing research papers, consisting of 522 by clinical institutions and 151 by educational
institutions, out of 916 papers published by the Japanese Nursing Association (Psychiatric
Nursing) over a 14-year period. The results indicated that researchers at clinical institutions
were more likely than those at educational institutions to conduct case studies on patients,
whereas those at educational institutions were more likely to conduct quantitative research on
nurses. This finding was considered to be related to the fact that researchers tend to choose
research themes that are familiar to them. Papers written by researchers at educational
institutions were more likely to be based on studies approved by ethics committees and were
cited more frequently. This was because these researchers tend to focus on quantitative research
that can provide statistical evidence and to understand nurses’ problems in their own working
environment. A keyword analysis found that researchers at clinical institutions used more
ambiguous keywords and that those at educational institutions used more irrelevant keywords.

These findings suggest that it is important to choose keywords carefully and to use a thesaurus.
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