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Abstract

This study aims to obtain suggestions for educational support to entry-level nurses who have
recently graduated from a nursing college and work in the general ward of acute care hospitals. As
a result, this study sheds light on the difficulties faced by these nurses in providing palliative care
to cancer patients. A semi-structured interview was held with 11 nurses who graduated from a
nursing college in the last two years and were providing palliative care to cancer patients in the
general ward of acute care hospitals. Collected interview data were analyzed qualitatively and
inductively. Results generated six categories including the following: “difficulty in caring for cancer

<«

patients who exhibit varying symptoms,” “attitude toward the family of a cancer patient,” “difficulty
in providing palliative care to patients at different disease stages,” and “difficulty in supporting
cancer patients and their family in maintaining their hope for the future.” In order for entry-level
nurses to accept and overcome difficulties, they should receive support from others, reflect on their

experiences, and learn lessons that can be used in further improving their nursing practice.
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