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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify how teachers of a nursing school deal with complicated
and difficult situations where adult students (adult students who have come back to school after
graduation from university/college, junior college or vocational school, or with work experience) with
different backgrounds in age, education, and life experience study together with non-adult full-time
students. The subjects were 11 nursing teachers with more than 3 years of nursing teaching
experience. The data was obtained in semi-structured interviews and analyzed qualitatively and
inductively. As a result, three educational difficulties were identified: <difficulty in responding to
diverse levels of readiness>, <difficulty in ensuring fairness>>, and < difficulty in transitioning
from adult to student roles> In order to deal with these difficulties, it was indispensable to <respect
the dignity of learners®>» and <reform and develop the student image held by nursing teachers>
by changing the image of students held by nursing teachers. It was suggested that the increase in
the number of adult students reflects the social situation that has changed with the times, and that

nursing teachers need to respond to and accept diversity.
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