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Abstract

Objective: To examine the history of nursing in Japan before World War II, and understand
how it is connected to nursing today. Methods: A literature review was conducted by searching the
Central Journal of Medicine for the words: "nursing”, "history”, and "Japan"; and the keywords:
“Kanbyouyoujinsho”, "Youzyoukun”, "Byoukasuchi", and "Kanbyounokokoroe." Also, Google Scholar
was used to search for more published information relating to the keywords. Results: Medical
treatment and nursing care in Japan relied solely on ancestral lore and experience, but when
Buddhism was introduced, nursing care was based on the religion. It is clear that there was a
comprehensive care system within the small group of relatives and neighbors. Discussion: In the
current situation, nursing of Buddhist origin has ceased to exist. When considering people as the
object of nursing, it is important to see them as a line rather than a dot of the past, present, and
future. I believe that Japanese nursing also needs to be viewed as a line rather than a dot in history.

We need to trace our history and think of ways to utilize it in our current nursing.
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