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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify student perceptions of the advantages and disadvantages of
utilizing simulators to learn disaster nursing practice. Exercises that simulated disaster situations
were conducted with 69 fourth-year students at University A. An open-ended written questionnaire
was used to survey participants on the advantages and disadvantages of learning from simulator-
based exercises. Data was extracted as sentences to prevent distortions in meaning and then
categorized. Results showed the following as advantages of learning from simulator-based exercises:
realistic responses to disaster scenes, practice of primary lifesaving skills, understanding the need
for team-based healthcare, training without the fear of failure, and — particularly noted as an
advantage — realistic responses to ever-changing patients. The following were disadvantages:
difficulty grasping vital signs and limitations to realistic reproduction. Results suggest that, while
taking advantage of the possible advantages, it is necessary to devise ways to increase fidelity to
patients’ conditions and disaster scenes, construct exercises that match students’ learning status,

and design debriefings that deepen learning.
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