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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the actual state of international nursing and health-related subjects
in basic education at nursing universities. Additionally, it aimed to obtain suggestions for the
education of nursing professionals who will be able to respond to diverse and changing social
conditions. A questionnaire survey was administered to faculty members at 288 nursing universities
nationwide, and 63 valid responses (21.9% valid response rate) were collected between December
2021 and January 2022. Results suggested that (1) the related subjects were integrated or
development-related subjects; (2) many faculty members held concurrent positions or had experience
in international cooperation activities, and about half of the nursing universities included in
responses had invited lecturers from outside their respective universities; (3) despite a lack of
implementation, nursing universities thought that sharing the contents of related subjects with all
faculty members was necessary; (4) the educational significance of the related subjects was to
broaden students’ global perspective, learn concepts about “multicultural and cross-cultural
understanding” and “human beings as the object of nursing and health issues,” and reconsider “the
state of nursing in Japan and around the world” from an international perspective, thereby
integrating students’ learning. In the future, the challenge for faculty members will be in designing
classes with clear perspectives on content and in the utilization of teaching methods that help

students reaffirm the essence of nursing from broader perspectives.
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